


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MEETING OF SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT
7:00 PM ON THURSDAY 5th FEBRUARY 2026 AT THE PORTMAN HALL SHILLINGSTONE

PRESENT:  Councillors I Suter (Chairman) (IS)  R Harwood (RH), R Leadbeater (RL) K Ridout (KR), R White (RW) the Clerk D Green. Unitary Councillor Murcer
In addition, there were eight members of the public present. 
1137. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs McNamara, Pomeroy.
1138.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION
None. 
1139.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 8th January 2026 were approved.
1140. MATTERS ARISING
The Chairman reviewed progress in relation to recent issues:
Poplar Hill & 20 mph speed limit question
The Chairman, in response to recent correspondence, summarised the actions of the Parish Council in relation to the issue of speeding on Poplar Hill including the question of a 20-mph limit.
· the PC takes the issue seriously and is working towards improvement measures
· the issues in relation to Poplar Hill concern the lack of infrastructure (pavements etc.), reg narrowness of the road the absence of any passing places, the degradation of road markings, inadequate/missing signage, the high volume of HGV traffic on this road  and the perception that vehicles are travelling too fast for road conditions
· Councillors McNamara & Pomeroy met Dorset Council’s Road Safety Team in September 2025 to discuss these issues; Cllr Pomeroy had taken a day off work for this meeting. 
· The Council agreed that a ‘phased’ evaluation and assessment of issues is the right approach:
Phase 1 - concerns the provision of adequate signage & road markings and evaluation of the effectiveness of these
Phase 2  - concerns the commissioning of a speed survey should this prove to be necessary. Evaluation of this would involve the assessment of whether or 85% percentile proof of compliance with a particular speed limit is apparent. The criteria by which this is assessed – and we quote from Dorset Councils 20 mph speed limit policy document:
‘where existing mean speeds provide a realistic opportunity for compliance: DfT guidance states that 20mph schemes should be self-enforcing. If the mean speed is already at or below 24mph, introducing a 20mph speed limit through signing alone is likely to lead to general compliance with the new speed limit. Means speeds above 24mph are likely to require additional traffic management or enforcement measures.’
Phase 3 – this concerns the scoring of survey results and a priority matrix assessment of risk; it is only after this process is complete could a Traffic Regulation Order be initiated
· It was agreed with Dorset Council that first actions should be limited at that stage to improving signage & road markings including a new warning sign at the junction with Lanchards Lane and renewed ‘SLOW’ markings, replacement of 30 mph repeater signage and clearing 30 mph gateway signage of overgrowth
· The issue of asking residents to possibility trim back their hedges was discussed at a subsequent PC meeting but it was agreed that this would probably only serve to increase vehicle speeds and the idea was not pursued
· The Chairman made the point that 10% of motorists always speed, whatever the limit, and that setting a 20-mph limit actually increased the percentage of non-compliance to 76%. 
· The PC notes that a new speed survey will cost £ 295 plus VAT, which must be funded. It is doubtful that an additional speed indicator would be approved by Dorset Road Safety due to line-of-sight issues
· The Parish Council has been consistently advised  by Dorset Councils Road Safety Team that due to the presence of the A357, Shillingstone does not meet the criteria for a blanket 20 mph limit throughout the village  - and such a proposal would not be supported by Dorset Council. 
· Dilys Gartside of the ‘20 is Plenty’ Campaign did provide a presentation tio the PC in July 2021, but the focus at that time was on a county wide Traffic Regulation Order for 20 mph. The Parish Council did not receive any subsequent update concerning the proposal. 
· The Chairman pointed out that 20-mph applications in Okeford Fitzpaine and Child Okeford are in very different road circumstances where village roads are not fed by an ‘A’ road. This is not a like for like comparison. 
· Any decision concerning 20 mph is considered by a panel which takes account of accident/collision/injury data as indicators of high risk
· A Traffic Regulation Order takes between 18-24 months to implement and there are some 20 plus applications under consideration at present 
· A Traffic Regulation Order costs between £ 3,500 and £ 5,000 if self-funded; Dorset Council have a restricted budget of £75k annually for all schemes under consideration – schemes are therefore prioritised. 
· It is clear that the replacement signage requested in July 2025 has not been put in place; this has been followed up and will be again 
· Councillor Murcer commented that the Parish Council had actually made good progress with Dorset Council, in terms of measures under consideration. 
Gains Cross – turning & speed issues
It was noted that following public complaints, the Community Highways Officer had inspected this section of road and made a minor recommendation of some changed lineage. It is possible to conduct a ‘turning’ survey and a speed survey’ these would need to be funded. This question may be reviewed when outcome of the recent planning application for a dog exercise facility is known.
Church Field – possible sale
The Parish Council noted that Church Field may become available for sale in the near future but it should be noted that this is a protected ‘Green Space’ within the Neighbourhood Plan and therefore cannot easily be developed; in addition, there is no road access to this land. The land does not meet the criteria for treatment as an Asset Of community Value – there being no demonstrable social or amenity use (its fenced off). The cost of borrowing public money to fund a purchase by the Parish Council is fairly prohibitive. The Chairman enquired sto whether local residents would be like to organise a fund-raising campaign to possibly purchase the land. 
1141. PUBLIC SESSION
Lesley Gasson raised several issues:
· Holloway Lane – the repairs have not been made and the bee-keeping training centre opens shortly  There have though been assurances from Dorset Highways in conjunction with Wessex Water that some patching work will take place. The opening ceremony takes place on 9th May 2026b between 2-4 pm and all the Parish Council are invited
· The Old Ox – the viability of the Old Ox is a matter of concern. It is noted that it is not providing food at present and is operating on reduced hours. It was pointed out that the general economic climate is not good for public houses at present – with minimum wage, National Insurance and Business rates increases. It was pointed out that the pub is somewhat protected under its ACV status at present. It was noted that the Community Ownership Fund whereby grants were available to purchase such assets had been withdrawn in January 2025
Alan Hunt thanked the Clerk & Cllr Pomeroy for their actions to alert Wessex Water to the flooding issue in Hine Town Lane. 
Tim Kennard thanked Cllr Pomeroy for all his work in improving drainage at the Recreation Ground. 
The issue of the overgrown hedge by the Old Post Office was raised – it was noted that this had been reported and re-reported and there was little else that could be done. 
1142. UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Murcer provided an update:
· Dorset Council will be setting a budget of £ 437 million for 2026/2027; this will mean a Council Tax increase of 4.99%
· Adult Social Care & Children’s services consume 60% of the whole Council budget and are overspent – unspent funds from the PLACE directorate are now being diverted to sustain ASC and Children’s Services
· It should be noted that ASC and Children’s Services must be funded as statutory services 
· The Council will need to draw £4.5 million from reserves to balance the budget – this situation cannot continually be repeated. 
· Potholes and substantive road damage are major concerns. Cllr Murcer asked for problem issues to be reported to him directly. He will be holding a monthly meeting with Dorset Highways to discuss the 20 priority road issues.  
1143. FOOTPATH OFFICER REPORT
The Footpath Officer sent apologies. 
1144. AUGUSTAN AVENUE UPDATE
Cllr Suter has acquired some signage dissuading the playing of ball games. The Clerk has obtained two quotes for mowing the area as a pitch in the summer. Burtons Orchard have not indicated that they would be prepared to allow use of part of the Orchard as a pitch. The issue will be re-visited at the next meeting to consider next steps.
1145. COUNCILLOR REPORTS
Portman Hall – work on the new kitchen has commenced, reserves have been depleted to £11.5k but will be restored with grant income (RH).
A quiz night for Village Groups will be held at a future date to raise funds (KR). 
1146. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (NP) REFRESHMENT UPDATE
The Chairman noted that the Plan was very nearly in its finished form and will ove to next approval stage shortly
1147. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
New Application: 
· P/FUL/2025/04756 Land At E 381790 N 113183 Cycleway Between Newmans Drove To Station Road Car Park Sturminster Newton Sturminster Newton - Erect wildlife tower
· There were no objections to this very worthwhile application to provide housing for barn owls, little owls, kestrels and bats. 
· P/TRT/2026/00114	Old Ox Inn Blandford Road Shillingstone DT11 0SF	T1 - Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) - Fell to ground level (remove entire tree, leaving stump as close to ground as practicable).
· P/TRC/2026/00297 Church Of The Holy Rood Church Road Shillingstone DT11 -T15 - Silver Birch - Fell and remove stump
Tree applications only – PC not required to comment.
Gains Cross – dog exercise area application. It was noted that many objections to this application had been lodged on the planning portal 
1148. FINANCES
i)       Retrospective Payments approval: the following payments were APPROVED
	Date
	Payee Name
	 £ Total  
	Description

	02/01/2026
	Public Works Loan Board
	 £     1,359.72 
	Loan repayment

	02/01/2026
	Shillingstone Cricket Club
	 £        466.66 
	Mowing

	09/01/2026
	David Green
	 £          32.99 
	Expenses

	09/01/2026
	Elite Playground Inspections
	 £          90.00 
	Inspections

	12/01/2026
	HM Revenue & Customs
	 £        650.18 
	Q3 PAYE 2025/2026 

	16/01/2026
	Wessex Internet Limited
	 £             1.20 
	Wi-fi access charge

	19/01/2026
	Lloyds Bank PLC
	 £             4.25 
	Service charge

	19/01/2026
	Edens Landscapes Limited
	 £        270.00 
	Mowing/strimming

	21/01/2026
	SSE
	 £          48.71 
	CCTV electricity

	27/01/2026
	SSE
	 £        319.87 
	Pavilion Electricity

	28/01/2026
	David Green
	 £        852.49 
	January 2026 pay



ii) Clerks Expenses – expenses of  £37.09 were approved
1149. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK	

The cost of parts to repair the pirouette table has been confirmed as  £919 plus VAT . A quote for the repair work itself is awaited. 

It was noted that the area in front of the Pavillion had become waterlogged following heavy rain due the absence of a gutter. It was noted that the cost of a new gutter would be £1000 – this issue with be re-considered at the next meeting. 

The Cricket Club have been again asked to remove the debris in the Recreation Ground Car Park which is becoming an eyesore and have been advised that if licensed waste carriers need to be instructed to remove this waste, the cost of this will re-billed to the Club. 

1150. CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk confirmed that the following correspondence had been circulated:

	DATE
	FROM
	DESCRIPTION

	09/01/2026
	North Dorset Railway - Gavin Collins
	Re - future plans

	15/01/2026
	Community Highways Officer
	Gains Cross,  Shillingstone - review of signage & markings

	26/01/2026
	Bob Yorath
	Church Field disposal

	26/01/2026
	Dorset Council  Road Safety
	Re: Gains Cross,  Shillingstone

	29/01/2026
	Bob Yorath 
	Re Poplar Hill & 20 mph question

	01/02/2026
	Muriel Portugal
	Poplar Hill speeding

	02/02/2026
	Dorset Council  Road Safety
	Re Poplar Hill & 20 mph question



1151. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

· Neighbourhood Plan update
· Augustan Avenue improvements & signage issue
· Pavilion Guttering
· Waste removal

1152. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 5th March  2026 7:00 pm, at the Portman Hall. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.26 pm



